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REMARKS 

By this amendnnenl; claims 1 and 5 are revised tx> place this application in condition 
for allowance. Cun-ently, claims l and 3-6 are before the Examiner for consideration on 
their merits. 

The change to claim 5 is the same as proposed in the first 116 Amendment 
presented in the parent application. Since the Advisory Action indicated that this 
amendment overcame the indefinlteness rejection, entry of this Amendment as part of 
the accompanying RCE will remove this rejection. 

□aim 1 is also amended to overcome the prior art rejection. The amendment to 
daim 1 was proposed to the Examiner in draft form on April 28, 2006, but the nature of 
the amendment, expressed during a telephonic interview with the Examiner on l^ay 3, 
2006, was that the dainK should be presented with an RCE. Accordingly, this 
Amendment Is being submitted with an RCE. 

Turning now to the rejection, the Examiner has continued to allege that the angle 
control means was present In the Fifjlma reference. It is respectfully submitted that the 
masl< as now defined In claim 1 is not taught or suggested by this prior art reference. 

In review, daim 1 has been revised to spedficaliy define means for rotatably 
coupling the buclde to the side wall of the masl<. While the daim had originally stated 
that the buckle was rotatably coupled, this added language merely defines the means for 
achieving this function. 

Second, the angle control means is redefined to be more consistent with US 
claiming practice for means plus function. Secondly, the "means for retaining each of the 
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buckles in a predetermined rotatably position" Is further defined as being operating while 
the buckle Is rotatably coupled to the side wall. 

It is respectfully contended that Fujima does not teach the features of claim 1 for 
the foltowing: 

1) The Examiner has taken the position that when the buckle protrusions 27 are in 
the grooves the claimed angle control means is taught. 

2) Ttie claim now says that the interaction between the protrusion and depresstons 
occurs while the buckle is rotatably coupled to the side wall. 

3) In the configuration of (1) above, the buckle Is not rotatably coupled to the side 
wall, "me buckle is free to fall out of the side wall opening, and is not coupled in any 
fashion for rotation. In l^ct, rotation is impossible in the position relied upon by the 
Bcaminer to reject the claims. 

Therefore, the Examiner cannot allege that the presence of the protrusions 27, 
grooves 46 and configuration of (1) above Is the claimed ''retaining means" which 
functions while the buckle is rotatably coupled to the side wall of the mask. 

Furthermore, the daim now defines means for rotatably coupling the buckle to the 
side wall. Since it is the grooves 46 and protrusions 27 that permit this, the Examiner 
cannot also allege that these same features are the claimed ''retaining means." 

In light of the above, daim 1 is not antidpated by Fujima, and the rejection must 
be withdrawn for this reason... 
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Moreover, there is no basis to contend that Fujima could be modified so as to 
arrive at the invention, and there Is no legitimate basis to reject this claim under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a). 

Since claim 1 has been demonstrated to be patentable over the cited prior art, 
dalms 5 and 6 are also in condition for allowance with allowed claims 3 and 4. 

Accordingly, the Examiner is respectfully requested to examine this application in 
light of this amendment and pass claims 1 and 3-6 onto issuance. 

If the Examiner believes that an interview with Applicant's attorney would be 
helpful in expediting prosecution of this application, the Examiner is requested to 
telephone the undersigned. 

Again, reconsideration and allowance of this application is respectfully requested. 

A petition for a one montii extension of time is made. Payment of the petition fee 
is addressed in connection with the filing of the aforementioned RCE. 

Please charge any deficiencies to Deposit Account No. 50-1088. 
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